Klndergarten at FMS

Pare nt/ FAQS

The move from preschool to kindergarten may feel overwhelming, but at FMS we work
with you to make the transition as smooth as possible, for you and for your child! To
start, here are some answers to common questions families ask at this important time:

PRACTICAL & FINANCIAL QUERIES:
* If you currently receive CCS and your financial situation does not change, then CCS will
continue until your child turns 6 years old.

* Before and After School care are available from 7.30am and until 5.30pm, 5 days a week.
e Vacation Care is available Mon-Thurs (with a break in Dec/Jan for Christmas & New Year).
e Before School Care, After School Care & Vacation Care are in-house programs, run by FMS staff.
e CCSfundingis applicable to the following programs:

o Preschool

o Before and After School care for students aged from 3-12 years

o Vacation Care for students aged from 3-12 years
e Additional programs taught by specialists include:

o Drama (inaugural program, taught by Xiomara for the first time in 2026)

o Music

o Library

o Immersive sports program including tennis, gymnastics and swimming (off site)

o Weekly gross motor skill development

o Gardening

o Cooking

o Kindergarten group excursions

o In-class leadership opportunities

o Participation in wider community events such as Combined Montessori Sports Carnival

COST COMPARISON

Preschool attending 5 days/week $32,810 pa.
Primary incl. Kindergarten 5 days/week $20,525pa.
*Based on tuition fees only. Indicative fees only; values subject to change. .-
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ELIGIBILITY & TRANSITION
When is my child eligible to move into Kindergarten?

e NSW students who turn 5 years old on or before 31 July are eligible for Kindergarten in that year.
How will | know if my child is ready for the Kindergarten program?

* Your child’s educators will discuss readiness with you during the year, based on their
independence, focus, and engagement in the preschool environment.

Can my child stay in preschool for another year?

* |In Montessori, we follow each child’s natural readiness. If your child is showing confidence and
curiosity across social, emotional, and academic areas, it’s best to support that growth by
moving forward to the next stage. We must also keep in mind the NSW Education Standards
Authority (NESA) regulations; all children must be enrolled in kindergarten by their 6*" birthday.
Moving your child to the next stage of learning at FMS is always a collaborative decision made

between yourself, your child’s educator and the Admissions Team.

PROGRAM DIFFERENCES
What is the difference between the Preschool
and Kindergarten programs?

e The Kindergarten program is the final year
of the 3-6 Montessori cycle, focusing on
leadership, consolidation of foundational
skills, and preparation for the 6-9 (Lower
Primary) environment.

* How is learning different in Kindergarten?
Kindergarten children work on more advanced
Montessori materials, take on leadership roles,
and refine literacy, numeracy, and project skills
through longer work cycles. Your child will be

introduced to more advanced work and go well

beyond the NSW NESA curriculum outcomes.

Do the children work with the same teachers?
* Yes, they typically remain with familiar educators within the same environment,

ensuring continuity and confidence.
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ATTENDANCE & SCHEDULE
Can my child attend part-time in Kindergarten?
e Kindergarten is a 5-day program in NSW,
following the NESA regulations and curriculum.
5 days provides your child with consistency
and depth of learning.
What if we’re not ready for 5 days?
e Speak to the Admissions Team — we can help
you plan a smooth transition.
When does the Kindergarten year start?
* Most children begin at the start of Term 1, but
mid-year entry (e.g. Term 3) can be discussed

based on readiness and space availability.

MONTESSORI PHILOSOPHY & CONTINUITY
Why is completing the full 3-year cycle important?

e The final year allows your child to consolidate
their learning, experience being a leader and
mentor, and develop confidence and
independence — key outcomes of the
Montessori approach.

What happens after Kindergarten?

¢ Children seamlessly move into the Lower
Primary (6-9 years) program, building on the
independence and knowledge developed in
Kindergarten.

How does staying at FMS benefit my child long-
term?

e Continuing through the Montessori cycles
provides stability, a consistent learning
approach, and teachers who know your child
deeply — supporting both academic and

| 4
emotional growth. [T |
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HOW DOES KINDERGARTEN AT FMS DIFFER FROM MORE MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS?
We could write a whole book on this, but essentially:

* Kindergarten at FMS meets the NESA Curriculum and the Montessori Curriculum. Your child
meets mainstream education requirements and goes far beyond, benefitting from the more
expansive learning process, environment and outcomes of an authentic Montessori education.

* By remaining in the preschool classroom, your child commences kindergarten surrounded by
friends, supported by their known educator with space and time to ease into primary learning.

* Frequent opportunities to connect as a cohort and participation in various Primary School

activities further eases your child’s progression and readiness for primary school.

PRACTICAL QUESTIONS
Do we need to reapply for Kindergarten?

* No — Unless notification of withdrawal is received by the admissions team, all students who
meet the age eligibility will be contacted by the Admissions Team to confirm your child’s
placement in the kindergarten program.

Will there be an orientation or transition period?

e Yes — families are invited to information sessions, and children participate in transition visits
to help them prepare confidently.

Can we meet with the teachers to discuss the next step?

* Absolutely. You’re encouraged to book a meeting with your child’s teacher or the Admissions
Team to discuss readiness and next steps.

My child currently attends (3 or) 4 days a week — should | increase their days in preparation for
5 days a week?

* Yes, if possible. Increasing to 4 or 5 days provides your child with greater consistency, which
is key for building confidence, deepening friendships, and supporting academic growth. In a
Montessori environment, regular attendance allows your child to fully engage in the work
cycle, follow through on their interests, and experience the continuity that’s essential for
independence and learning. The more consistent their time in the classroom, the stronger
their sense of belonging and readiness for the next stage.

We know that moving into Kindergarten is a big and exciting step, and we’re here to make the
transition as smooth and supported as possible!

Need to know more? Get in touch! You can email enrol@forestvillemontessori.nsw.edu.au, or call
us on 02 9452 2044. Ask for Angie (or Agnesa). =-
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